Effect of a microcomputer-based registry on adult immunizations.
A survey of patients attending the Cosmopolitan International Diabetes Center showed that one third of those born prior to 1935 did not know their immunization status, and only 56% of this group remembered ever receiving tetanus vaccine. In contrast, of those born after 1935, 98% gave a history of being vaccinated for tetanus, either as a child (76%) or as an adult (22%). Eight of the 35 patients who could not remember or denied receiving pneumococcal vaccine had in fact received it. Most patients could remember whether and when they had received influenza vaccine. A microcomputer-based registry was used to generate summaries of clinical information at each patient visit. These summaries included prevention-related items. There was a three- to five-fold increase in immunization rates when the dates of the most recent vaccinations were prominently displayed on the summary at the time of each visit.